
 
 
 
  Editorial 
 

Certification to EN 729 - More good news! 

In the Autumn/Winter 1999/2000 edition of this newsletter my 
colleague Henk Bodt wrote an editorial about the EWF EN 
729 certification scheme. Since then, there have been 
significant developments which will bring even more benefits 
to manufacturers seeking to achieve certification. 

In this issue you will find news about a new document 
published by the European Co-operation for Accreditation 
(EA). The document is entitled: 'EA Guidelines on the use of 
EN 45011 and EN 45012 for certification to EN 729', and has 
the reference number EA-6/02. Firstly it should be noted that 
even though the word 'guideline' is used in the title, the 
criteria it describes are essentially mandatory for any 
certification body seeking accreditation from an EA member 
to offer certification to EN 729. The criteria in the document 
are based on those applied in the EWF EN 729 
Manufacturer's Certification Scheme and are particularly 
strict in the areas of: qualifications and experience of 
assessors, and the assessment of welding co-ordination 
personnel in the manufacturing organization. The publication 
of this document means that any European manufacturer 
seeking accredited certification to EN 729 can be confident 
that the assessors and assessment procedures will conform 
to the uniform criteria. It will ensure maximum recognition of 
certification throughout Europe. It is expected in future that 
the EA document will be adopted by the International 
Accreditation Forum (IAF) which will bring even to more 
recognition, bearing in mind that EN 729 is also published as 
ISO 3834. 

The 'best practice' approach adopted in the EA criteria will 
also have the effect of driving manufacturers who are 
certified EN 729 along the road of continuous improvement in 
their welding operations, thereby bringing even more 
opportunities for improved productivity and cost-
effectiveness. 
 
For clients, specifiers and purchasers of welded plant and 
equipment, the new EA document provides the necessary 
confidence for them to specify EN 729 accredited certification 
as a requirement for their suppliers. Doing so relieves them 
of the burden of checking the suppliers' welding operations 
directly, and it means that repairs and delays are less likely 
to occur. In the current climate of outsourcing as a way of 

reducing costs, specification of EN 729 by the main 
contractors on their sub-contractors is also highly beneficial.  
 
Finally, clients and suppliers alike must take account of the 
added value  which the EWF EN 729 certification scheme still 
provides. The expertise within the EWF network of 
Authorised National Bodies for Company Certification 
(ANBCCs) is unparalleled and it ensures that certification 
through EWF brings maximum status and recognition. It also 
ensures that opportunities for continuous improvement are 
optimised. Furthermore, the certified manufacturers' details 
are publicly displayed on the EWF web-site. This brings free 
advertising of the company's capability in terms of welding 
processes, materials and products.  
 
More than any other manufacturing operation, welding needs 
a 'get-it-right-first-time' approach. Certification under the EWF 
EN 729 scheme is the best way to achieve it!  
 
T. J. Jessop  
Chairman of EWF Technical Committee  
 
For more details please contact the EWF Secretariat:  
Taguspark - Apartado 119  
P- 2781-951 Oeiras - Portugal  
Tel: +351.21.4211351, Fax:+351.21.4228122 
E-mail: ewf@isq.pt / web:www.ewf.be 
 



EWF & EA  
History of a successful co-operation  
 
 
 
January 1997  
EWF publishes a series of documents for certification of companies in accordance with EN 729. The main document is EWF-
483-01 - "Rules for the implementation of EWF Guidelines for certification of Manufacturers in accordance with EN 729" 
(available from www.ewf.be).  
 
 
November 1997  
Set up of EA - European Co-operation for Accreditation - grouping all the recognised national accreditation bodies in  
Europe. Its main objective is to playa key part in eliminating technical barriers to trade, giving guidance on the interpretation and 
implementation of the EN 45000 series of standards for certification bodies. EA members also have a mechanism for recognition 
of each other's accreditation.  
 
 
December 1997  
EWF asks EA to decide on the accreditation standard for EN 729 certification on a stand-alone basis. EWF informs EA that it is 
willing to help.  
 
 
April 1998  
Set up of an EA Working Group for NDT and Welding (EA-C5-WG6) with the following tasks: .  

- Improve Mutual Recognition of certificates for NDT Personnel  
- Improve harmonization of Accreditation Procedures for NDT Laboratories 
- Harmonize the Procedures of Accreditation and certification in the application of EN 729  

 
 
 
May 1998  
EWF joins the first meeting of this Working Group. The main outcomes in this matter were:  

- Harmonization with the objective of mutual recognition of certificates according to EN 729 is desirable  
- The basis for the accreditation of bodies which certify plants according to EN 729 can only be EN45011 for EN 729 

alone, or EN 45012 if EN 729 is combined with ISO 9001 or ISO 9002. 
- The EWF EN 729 documents could, in principle, be adopted as "EA-recommended EWF documents", after revision by 

EA  
 
 
September 1998  
EWF meets to establish the work programme. The main outcome of the meeting was:  

- EWF will be the European body to draft the rules for EN 729 accreditation, based on existing EWF documents. The 
drafts will need endorsement by EA-C5-WG6 and EA General Assembly  

- "EWF Drafting Group" to revise the documents was set up with members from both EA and EWF 
 
 
April 1999  
The "EWF drafting Group" presents the first draft of the Guidelines, resulting from 7 months of discussions and improvements.  
 
 
May 2000  
The Guidelines proposed by the "EWF Drafting Group" are accepted by EA and published as EA Guidelines with reference: EA-
6/02 (available for download from www.european-accreditation.org)  
 
 
 
The collaboration between EA and EWF uniquely brought together expertise in accreditation criteria and expertise in 
manufacture by welding. This ensured that the special requirements of welding technology were properly accounted for, 
resulting in a technically sound set of accreditation criteria which can be applied uniformly by accreditation bodies through 
Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EWF EN 729 scheme  
 
The development of European and International Standards is having a profound effect on manufacturing and fabricating 
companies.  
 
Many companies have achieved certification to ISO 9001 or 9002 with respect to their quality management systems. But where 
significant use is made of a special process like welding, such certification may be inadequate.  
 
EN 729 (which is also published as ISO 3834) can overcome this shortfall and boost the manufacturing company's ability to sell 
its products in both domestic and overseas markets. It can also facilitate compliance with European Standards and Directives.  
 
 
Benefits for fabricating companies  
 

- Clear, high profile, independent verification of 
compliance by the world's leading authority on 
welding.  

 
- Facilitates compliance with European Standards 

and Directives.  
 

- Confirmation of welding and fabricating capability 
and staff competence.  

 
- Improved client confidence leading to a reduction 

in external audits.  
 

- Entry of the company's details on well-published 
national and European registers.  

 
- Quality management and fabrication capability 

assessments carried out by specialist assessors.  
 
- Increased national and international business 

potential.  
 
- Certification packages to suit individual company 

requirements.  
 
- EN 729 certification can be achieved alone or 

alongside ISO 9001/2 certification.  
 
Registration of capability 
 
EWF maintains a register of fabricators that have gained 
certification under the welding manufacturer certification 
scheme, information contained in the registers about 
companies and their capability is made freely available to 
enquirers world-wide. This provides an important sales 
benefit to certified companies.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EWF certified  
companies database  
 
The EWF Certified Companies are registered to an on-line 
database available at our website. You can search it by 
country, welding process number, material code, or any 
combination of these.  
 
 
In our Website  
http://www.ewf.be  

- The work we do  
- Certification of companies 



E T C E T E R A 
 
EWF in EOTC 
 
The value of EWF's work has been recognized by 
EOTC for almost 5 years by means of the authorization 
of the Agreement Group for Welding, Joining, Cutting 
and Surfacing.  
 
EOTC has gone through some changes and its full 
name is now: 
 
European Organization for Conformity Assessment.  
 
EOTC has also recently developed a study to show the 
importance of Agreement Groups, using the examples 
of EWF and LOVAG. The study concluded that EWF is 
an example of good practice in the area of Mutual 
Recognition Agreements and a successful Agreement 
Group. The study identified the areas where EOTC 
should Invest to make Agreement Groups more 
successful.  
 
Find out more and read the study by visiting the 
website  
http://www.eotc.be  

 
 

EUROJOIN 4 
 

4th European Conference on Welding, Joining and Cutting 
Dubrovnik - Cavtat, Croatia 

24-26 May 2001 
 

For information on programme and registrations, visit the website: http://www.eurojoin4.fsb.hr 
 
 
Leonardo projects  
 
Weldiction 
 
The Welding Multimedia Dictionary in 7 European 
languages. Information soon on our website!  
 
Partners:  
 
. France (Institut de Soudure)  
. Germany (DVS PersZert)  
. Hungary (MHtE)  
. Poland (Instytut Spawalnictwa)  
. Portugal (ISO and SAF)  
. Spain (CESOL) 
. United Kingdom (TWI)  

 
Weld-on  
 
The final analysis of the questionnaire regarding the 
evaluation of the EWF courses and the life-long 
training patterns of welding professionals,results 
available in our website: http://www.ewf.be  
. other activities  
. co-operation projects  

 
 
The number of EWF diplomas awarded until the end of 
1999 was 40.020.  
 
The numbers of year 2000 will be available soon.  
We expect to be close to 50.000 diplomas issued 
worldwide!  

VISIT EWF ONLINE 
The EWF web homepage address is: 

http://www.ewf.be
 


